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COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.04 am]: The state 
government’s community grants program, administered by the Office of Multicultural Interests, provides funding 
to empower culturally and linguistically diverse communities in Western Australia to design, deliver and partner 
on projects that address their needs. In 2021, in recognition of contributions by the CALD communities of 
Western Australia, the McGowan government doubled the annual budget for the program to $1 million. In the first 
year of this increased budget, the program has provided funding for 58 CALD community associations and 
community service organisations to deliver important projects for mental health to women’s empowerment as well 
as cultural events. This includes seven longer term community capacity-building projects, two large-scale cultural 
festivals and 20 activities celebrating Harmony Week in 2022. All are worthy and innovative projects. 

I would like to share further details on some upcoming projects happening across Western Australia. In Kingsley, 
Club Malayalam will facilitate discussion panels for the community that encourage open dialogue and mental 
health. Umbrella Multicultural Community Care Services in Belmont will trial a new cross-sector service model 
that will increase the wellbeing, social connectedness and self-reliance of LGBTQIA+ people from culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds. The Australian Asian Association of Western Australia will run driving lessons 
and driver theory classes across Perth for women from migrant and refugee backgrounds, using multilingual female 
instructors. In reflection of the growing cultural diversity of regional Western Australia, the Hindu Association of 
Pilbara will organise a community festival to mark the traditional Hindu celebration of Onam in Karratha. 

The increase in funding provided by the McGowan Labor government will ensure that our culturally and linguistically 
diverse communities are better supported and that community-led initiatives can have a broader reach and 
deeper impact. It will also increase the ability of all Western Australians to experience culturally diverse festivals 
and traditions, learn about each other and build new connections. I am sure that members of the house will join 
me in congratulating the recipients of the community grants program, all of whom are not-for-profit community 
associations committed to making a difference in the lives of Western Australians. 
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